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history than that where this poor paralysed German
poet drags himself from what was so soon to be his
cc mattress-grave " to the feet of our lady of Milo in
the Louvre, and there weeps the bitterest tears of his
life. And she could only look down compassionately
on him; she could neither console him nor help him,
for she had no arms.1 Is it not true of all Heine's
Greek gods that they have no arms ? They are power-
less to help him. But Eros played only one part
in Heine's life, and that not, I think, the greater. The
intense religious emotionalism of Romanticism was
deeply engraved on his fervid Jewish soul, and he
passed through a renunciation and abnegation of life
bitterer than any ever known in the Romantic
" Sanctuary of Sorrows ". Goethe's " kummervolle
Nachte " spent in tears are but a pale initiation into the
mysterious ways of God to man, by the side of the
excruciating sufferings of the long Paris death-agony.
I should like to have said more of Heine's religious
life ; for it is not foreign to our theme ; I should like
to have shown you how the Romantic way of thinking,
and, with it, the Romantic attitude to the Greek gods,
assumed a new and strange form under the influence
of the fantastic—unromantic, and yet of romantic
provenance—religion of Saint-Simon. What Saint-
Simoflism meant for Heine's spiritual life has yet to
be fully gauged2; and still more, what it meant for the
undermining of the great Romantic movement in
Germany. Not Hegel himself did so much to shake
German poetry in its allegiance to the Romantic
idealism, and sweep it into the arms of a prosaic-
minded Young Germany. But these considerations
would take us too far afield. Let me only ask you to
look for a moment at the gulf that separates these
Greek gods of Heine from those of Schiller's vision.
1	Nacfiworf	.
2	See an article on Heine and the Saint-Simonians by Miss E. M. Butler,
in the Modern ^Language T-Leview, XVIII, 1923, pp. 68 fT., a forerunner, I hope,
of a larger study of the significance of Saint-Simonism for German thought
and literature.

